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¶   The Gathering  
      
    In the name of the Father, 
    and of the Son, 
    and of the Holy Spirit. 
All   Amen. 

        
    The Greeting   
      
    The president greets the people 
        

    

Grace, mercy and peace  
from God our Father  
and the Lord Jesus Christ  
be with you. 

All   and also with you. 
      
    Words of welcome and introduction 
        
    Prayer of Preparation   
      
    We say together 
        
All   Almighty God, 

    to whom all hearts are open, 
    all desires known, 
    and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
    cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
    by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
    that we may perfectly love you, 
    and worthily magnify your holy name; 
    through Christ our Lord. 
    Amen. 
        
    Prayers of Penitence   
      

    God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ  
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to save us from our sins, 
to be our advocate in heaven, 
and to bring us to eternal life. 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 
and to live in love and peace with all. 

      
All 

  

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness 
of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 

 

    
    The president says 
        
    Almighty God, 
    who forgives all who truly repent, 
    have mercy upon you, 
    pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
    confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
    and keep you in life eternal; 
    through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All   Amen. 

        
    
    The Collect   
      

    The president introduces a period of silent 
prayer with the words 'Let us pray'  
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Merciful God, 
you have prepared for those who love you 
such good things as pass our understanding: 
pour into our hearts such love toward you 
that we, loving you in all things and above all 
things, 
may obtain your promises, 
which exceed all that we can desire; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

  

All   Amen. 
      

¶   The Liturgy of the Word 
        
    Old Testament Reading   
    

  

Isaiah 44:6-8 
 

Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, 
and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: 
I am the first and I am the last; 
besides me there is no god. 
Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, 
let them declare and set it forth before me. 
Who has announced from of old the things to 
come? 
Let them tell us what is yet to be. 
Do not fear, or be afraid; 
have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
You are my witnesses! 
Is there any god besides me? 
There is no other rock; I know not one. 

 

    
  This is the word of the Lord 
All  Thanks be to God. 

    
    Gospel Reading   
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  The Lord be with you.  
All   And also with you.  

   Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 
to Matthew.  

All   Glory to you, O Lord. 
   

   

Matthew 13.24-30,36-43 
 

He put before them another parable: “The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone 
who sowed good seed in his field; but while 
everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed 
weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So 
when the plants came up and bore grain, then the 
weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of the 
householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did 
you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, 
did these weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An 
enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, 
‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But 
he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you 
would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both 
of them grow together until the harvest; and at 
harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the 
weeds first and bind them in bundles to be 
burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 
 
Then he left the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain 
to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He 
answered, “The one who sows the good seed is 
the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the 
good seed are the children of the kingdom; the 
weeds are the children of the evil one, and the 
enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 
Just as the weeds are collected and burned up 
with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The 
Son of Man will send his angels, and they will 
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collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all 
evildoers, and they will throw them into the 
furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine 
like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let 
anyone with ears listen!” 

   
    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All   Praise to you, O Christ. 

        
    Sermon   
        
    The Creed   

    
All   We believe in one God,  

    the Father, the Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth,  
    of all that is,  
    seen and unseen.  
       
    We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
    the only Son of God,  
    eternally begotten of the Father,  
    God from God, Light from Light,  
    true God from true God,  
    begotten, not made,  
    of one Being with the Father;  
    through him all things were made.  

    For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven,  

    was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the 
Virgin Mary  

    and was made man.  

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate;  

    he suffered death and was buried.  
    On the third day he rose again  
    in accordance with the Scriptures;  
    he ascended into heaven  
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    and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

    He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead,  

    and his kingdom will have no end.  
       
    We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
    the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

    who with the Father and the Son is 
worshipped and glorified,  

    who has spoken through the prophets.  

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church.  

    We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  

    We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
    and the life of the world to come.  
    Amen.  
        
    Prayers of Intercession   
      
    These responses may be used  
      
  Lord, in your mercy Lord, hear us  
All  Hear our prayer. Lord, graciously hear us.  

      
    And at the end 
      
    Merciful Father, 
All   accept these prayers 

    for the sake of your Son, 
    our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
    Amen. 
      

¶   The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
        
    The Peace   
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Christ is our peace. 
He has reconciled us to God 
in one body by the cross. 
We meet in his name and share his peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

 

All   and also with you. 
      
    Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
      
    Preparation of the Table   
        
    Taking of the Bread and Wine   
    
  Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:  

  through your goodness we have this bread to 
offer,   

  which earth has given and human hands have 
made.  

  It will become for us the bread of life.  
All  Blessed be God for ever.  

    
  Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,  
  through your goodness we have this wine to offer,   
  fruit of the vine and work of human hands.  
  It will become for us the cup of salvation.  
All  Blessed be God for ever.  

    
    The Eucharistic Prayer   
   
   The Lord be with you 
All   and also with you.                      

      
    Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 

      
    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 

      
    It is truly right and just, our duty and our 
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salvation, 
    always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
    holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 
    From sunrise to sunset this day is holy, 
    for Christ has risen from the tomb 
    and scattered the darkness of death 
    with light that will not fade. 

    This day the risen Lord walks with your gathered 
people, 

    unfolds for us your word, 

    and makes himself known in the breaking of the 
bread. 

    And though the night will overtake this day 
    you summon us to live in endless light, 
    the never-ceasing sabbath of the Lord. 
    And so, with choirs of angels 
    and with all the heavenly host, 
    we proclaim your glory 
    and join their unending song of praise: 

   
All   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

    God of power and might, 
    heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

    
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 
   

    Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all 
holiness; 

    grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
    and according to your holy will, 
    these gifts of bread and wine 

    may be to us the body and blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; 

      
    who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
    took bread and gave you thanks; 
    he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
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    Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
    do this in remembrance of me. 
      
    In the same way, after supper 
    he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
    he gave it to them, saying: 
    Drink this, all of you; 
    this is my blood of the new covenant, 

    which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. 

    Do this, as often as you drink it, 
    in remembrance of me. 
      
    Great is the mystery of faith: 
All   Christ has died: 

    Christ is risen: 
    Christ will come again. 
      

    And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the 
cross, 

    his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the 
whole world; 

    rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious 
ascension, 

    and looking for his coming in glory, 
    we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

    As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving, 

    we bring before you this bread and this cup 
    and we thank you for counting us worthy 
    to stand in your presence and serve you. 
      
    Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
    and gather into one in your kingdom 
    all who share this one bread and one cup, 

    so that we, in the company of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, Mother of God, St Hilary and all the saints, 

    may praise and glorify you for ever, 
    through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
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    by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
    in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
    all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
    for ever and ever. 
All   Amen. 

    
    The Lord's Prayer   
      
  As our Saviour taught us, so we pray  
      
All   Our Father in heaven,  

    hallowed be your name,  
    your kingdom come,  
    your will be done,  
    on earth as in heaven.  
    Give us today our daily bread.  
    Forgive us our sins  
    as we forgive those who sin against us.  
    Lead us not into temptation  
    but deliver us from evil.  
    For the kingdom, the power,  
    and the glory are yours  
    now and for ever. Amen.  
      
    Breaking of the Bread   
      
    We break this bread 
    to share in the body of Christ. 
All   Though we are many, we are one body, 

    because we all share in one bread. 
      
All   Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 
    have mercy on us. 
      

    Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 

    have mercy on us. 
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    Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 

    grant us peace. 
   
    Giving of Communion   
      
    The president says 
      

  Jesus is the Lamb of God that takes away the sin 
of the world.  

  Happy are those who are called to his supper.  
All  Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  

  but only say the word, and I shall be healed.  
    
All 

 

Most merciful Lord, 
your love compels us to come in. 
Our hands were unclean, 
our hearts were unprepared; 
we were not fit even to eat the crumbs  
from under your table. 
But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation, 
and share your bread with sinners. 
So cleanse and feed us 
with the precious body and blood of your 
Son, 
that he may live in us and we in him; 
and that we, with the whole company of 
Christ, 
may sit and eat in your kingdom. 
Amen. 

 

    

  Communion is received by the priest on 
behalf of the people.  Silence is kept.  

    
   Prayer after Communion  
    

  
God of our pilgrimage, 
you have led us to the living water: 
refresh and sustain us 
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as we go forward on our journey, 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen.  
      
All   Almighty God,  

    we thank you for feeding us  
    with the body and blood  
    of your Son Jesus Christ.   
    Through him we offer you our souls and bodies  
    to be a living sacrifice.   
    Send us out in the power of your Spirit  
    to live and work to your praise and glory.  
  Amen. 
      

¶   The Dismissal 
      
   The Lord be with you 
All   and also with you.                      

   

  

The peace of God which passes all understanding  
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and  
love of God and of his son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

 

All   Amen.                      
   
    Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
All   In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

    
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England (including the Psalter  
as published with Common Worship) material from which is included in this service,  
is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 

 
 


