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SAINTS
We are all saints. ‘Saints’ was a title given to a group
of disciples and followers of Christ. Calling ourselves

‘saints’ seems presumptuous and rather preposterous,
particularly as we know our own failings and

weaknesses as we seek to follow Jesus’ way in our lives.
The Medieval period of Church history has distorted

our understanding of the role of saints in the church.
Many saints were venerated in Medieval times: Great

and sometimes outlandish stories and legends about

the wonderful deeds saints had accomplished grew up
around some saints. People travelled hundreds of miles
on pilgrimage to touch the relic or bone of a saint or
something the saint himself had touched. People

began the practice of praying to saints and asking saints to intercede on their behalf rather
than praying, as we do, directly to Jesus Christ himself. There is also a lengthy and

bureaucratic system of ‘Papal Approval’ to be gone through for any erstwhile saint, which
often takes hundreds of years, although recent Popes have recently rushed through the

canonisation of Mother Theresa and Pope John Paul VI and Pope John XXIII. Saint David is

the only British ‘saint’ recognised by the Vatican as a ‘saint’ whereas we, in Britain, have many
saints (St Columba, St Aidan, St Cuthbert) and the here in Cornwall (as in Wales) there are

many Celtic saints: St Sennen, St Ia, St Columbanus, St Samson and our own St Piran and St
Ludewon. There are many more unrecognised saints (of which often little is known) recorded
in local place names.

Churches often are named after saints. This custom came from the practice of

building churches over the tombs of martyrs. Our Churches are named after St Ludewon and
St Paul (Ludgvan), St Piran and St Michael (Perranuthnoe), St Hilary, and Marazion claims
not one or two, but All the Saints(!)

Nowadays when we are celebrating saints days we recall the life, struggle and witness

of a particular saint or martyr to inspire us in our own attempts to follow Christ. We also

believe that in our lives ‘we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses' to our faith’
(Hebrews 12:1) and, with St Paul, believe that ‘we are fellow citizens with the saints in the
household of God’. (Ephesians 2:19)
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The Opening Prayers
In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
and also with you.
Holy and Strong One,
Holy and Mighty One,
extend our vision,
And make us to be numbered with your saints.
Increase our faith,
And make us to be numbered with your saints.
Direct our thoughts,
And make us to be numbered with your saints.
Be in our words,
And make us to be numbered with your saints.
Inspire our actions,
And make us to be numbered with your saints.
Other introductory words may be said.
Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Prayers of Penitence
Since we are surrounded by so great a crowd of
witnesses,
Let us lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so
closely,
looking to Jesus in penitence and faith.
Most merciful God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we confess that we have sinned
in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be;
that we may do justly, love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.
We all say:
Lord, have mercy
Lord, have mercy
Christ have mercy
Christ have mercy
Lord, have mercy
Lord, have mercy.

The Absolution
May God our Father forgive you your sins,
and bring you to the fellowship of his table
with his saints forever.
Amen.
4

Gloria in Excelsis
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

The Collect
Almighty God, you have kindled the flame of your love in
the hearts of the saints, grant to us the same faith and
power of love, that, as we rejoice in their triumphs, we
may be sustained by their example and fellowship;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen.

The Old Testament Reading
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and
sisters, you do not need to have anything written to you.
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For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord
will come like a thief in the night. When they say, “There is
peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come
upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman,
and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in
darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you
are all children of light and children of the day; we are not
of the night or of darkness. So then let us not fall asleep
as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for
those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk
get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us
be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and
for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined
us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our
Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are
awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore
encourage one another and build up each other, as
indeed you are doing.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Psalm
Psalm 90:1-17
1 Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to
another.
2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or the earth
and the world were formed, from everlasting to everlasting
you are God.
3 You turn us back to dust and say: ‘Turn back, O children
of earth.’
4 For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday,
which passes like a watch in the night.
5 You sweep them away like a dream; they fade away
suddenly like the grass.
6 In the morning it is green and flourishes; in the evening it
is dried up and withered.
7 For we consume away in your displeasure; we are afraid
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at your wrathful indignation.
8 You have set our misdeeds before you and our secret
sins in the light of your
countenance.
9 When you are angry, all our days are gone; our years
come to an end like a sigh.
10 The days of our life are three score years and ten, or if
our strength endures, even four score; yet the sum of them
is but labour and sorrow, for they soon pass away and we
are gone.
11 Who regards the power of your wrath and your
indignation like those who fear you?
12 So teach us to number our days that we may apply our
hearts to wisdom.
13 Turn again, O Lord; how long will you delay? Have
compassion on your servants.
14 Satisfy us with your loving-kindness in the morning, that
we may rejoice and be glad all our days.
15 Give us gladness for the days you have afflicted us,
and for the years in which we have seen adversity.
16 Show your servants your works, and let your glory be
over their children.
17 May the gracious favour of the Lord our God be upon
us; prosper our handiwork; O prosper the work of our
hands.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall
be, world without end. Amen.

The Gospel Reading
Alleluia, alleluia.
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood,
A holy nation, God’s own people,
Called out of darkness into his marvellous light.
Alleluia.
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Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went
out early in the morning to hire labourers for his vineyard.
After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage,
he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about
nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the
marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they
went. When he went out again about noon and about
three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he
went out and found others standing around; and he said to
them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said
to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them,
‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the
owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the
labourers and give them their pay, beginning with the last
and then going to the first.’ When those hired about five
o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage.
Now when the first came, they thought they would receive
more; but each of them also received the usual daily
wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against
the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour,
and you have made them equal to us who have borne the
burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied
to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you
not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what
belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the
same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I
choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious
because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the
first will be last.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.
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The Sermon
The Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of Intercession
After each petition the Intercessor says:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
At the end of the prayers:
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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The Peace
We are fellow-citizens with the saints
and of the household of God
through Christ our Lord,
who came to preach peace
to those who were far off
and peace to those who were near.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
and also with you.
The Priest takes the bread and wine.

The Offertory Prayer
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:
through your goodness we have this bread to offer,
which earth has given and human hands have made.
It will become for us the bread of life.
Blessed be God for ever.
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
through your goodness we have this wine to offer,
fruit of the vine and work of human hands.
It will become for us the cup of salvation.
Blessed be God for ever.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
And now we give you thanks, most gracious God,
surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses
and glorified in the assembly of your saints.
The glorious company of apostles praise you.
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.
We, your holy Church, acclaim you.
In communion with angels and archangels,
and with all who served you on earth
and worship you now in heaven,
we raise our voice to proclaim your glory,
for ever praising you and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,
and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
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he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole
world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.
Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Mother of God and all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
With saints and martyrs through the ages,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
Because we all share in one bread.
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace.

The Giving of Communion
I heard a voice of a great multitude crying ‘Alleluia’
The Lord has entered his kingdom.
Blessed are those who are called to the supper of the
Lamb.
The Priest receives Holy Communion on behalf of the
people.
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The Prayers after Communion
Lord of heaven, in this Eucharist you have brought us near
to an innumerable company of angels and to the spirits of
the saints made perfect: as in this food of our earthly
pilgrimage we have shared their fellowship, so may we
come to share their joy in heaven; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen.
Faithful God,
in baptism you have adopted us as your children,
made us members of the body of Christ
and chosen us as inheritors of your kingdom:
we thank you that in this Eucharist
you renew your promises within us,
empower us by your Spirit
to witness and to serve,
and send us out as disciples of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Final Response & Blessing
For calling us to be your people,
We praise you, O God.
For giving us a share in the inheritance of your saints,
We praise you, O God.
For all who have taught us the faith,
We praise you, O God.
For all who have inspired us,
We praise you, O God.
For all who have guided us and been an example,
We praise you, O God.
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That we would do what you would have us do,
Good Lord, hear us.
That we may be the people you would have us be.
Good Lord, hear us.
May Almighty God,
who kindled the fire of his love in the hearts of his saints,
pour upon you the riches of his grace,
give you joy in their fellowship and a share in their praises,
strengthen you to follow them in the way of holiness
and to come to the full radiance of glory
and the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you, and remain with you always.
Amen.

The Dismissal
Following God’s saints in the ways of holiness and truth,
go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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