
Reply from the Archbishop’s Council to The Daily Telegraph Alison Parson article which was 
published on 14.7.21. 

 

The Church’s vision 
SIR – I was puzzled by Allison Pearson’s recent broadside (“The Church of 
England is abandoning its flock”, Features, July 14). 

Much of the article was about the Bishop of St Davids. The see of St Davids has 
not been in the Church of England for just over 100 years. Ms Pearson will find 
a Church of England church waiting to welcome her when she is on holiday in 
Istanbul – it’s part of the Diocese in Europe; but not in Pembrokeshire. The 
Church in Wales celebrated its centenary of separate existence last year. She 
will also find parish churches and parish clergy ready to welcome her all over 
England – now and in the future. 

She makes some startling claims about the Church of England, which would be 
terrible if accurate. But thankfully it is not true that we intend “getting rid of 
the clergy with their tedious theological knowledge”; nor that “very soon, 
there will be no trained priests to preach, teach, to marry couples, to christen 
their babies or bury the dead”; nor that we will “allow 12,500 listed buildings 
to fall into disuse”. In fact, we are enjoying the biggest increase in vocations in 
living memory. Nearly 600 people were recommended for training for 
ordination last year, including the highest number expected to take up paid 
posts for a generation. 

The Archbishop of York presented a hopeful vision to the General Synod. It is 
about revitalising our parishes, increasing the numbers of clergy and lay 
ministers, encouraging new forms of church, attracting more children and 
young people to worship in our churches, supporting the clergy and the laity 
in their discipleship and outreach – being a church with Jesus Christ at the 
centre, and a church for all people. When Ms Pearson is back from her holiday, 
perhaps we could show her some of the places where the real vision for the 
future of the Church of England is springing into life. 
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